1954 


Nikolai Khokhlov defects in Germany. John Vassall posted to Moscow. 


Vladimir and Evdokia Petrov defect in Australia. Piotr Deriabin defects in 
Austria. 


1955 


Roy Rhodes discharged from the U.S. Army. Elli Barezatis and Karl Laurenz 
beheaded. 


BARCZATIS, ELLI. In 1949, two employees of the East German Ministry of Industry, 
Elli Barczatis (aged 37) and Karl Laurenz (aged 44) became lovers; her career 
prospered, and she was promoted to be secretary to the prime minister, Otto 
Grotewohl, but Laurenz was expelled from the Communist Party for political 
unreliability. Unable to continue working as a lawyer, Laurenz became a freelance 
journalist and received information from Barczatis, but in January 1950 they were 
spotted passing documents surreptitiously and came under the Ministerium fiir 
Staatssicherheit (MfS)’s scrutiny. The subsequent investigation lasted five years, but 
eventually in March 1955 Laurenzwas discovered attending a rendezvous in West Berlin 
with two known Bundesnachrichtndienst (BND) case officers. This was enough to 
justify the arrest of Barczatis, who was taken from her apartment in Kopenick and 
interrogated at Hohenschonhausen prison. She and her lover confessed, and in October 
1955 they were beheaded in Frankfurt am Oder. Laurenz had insisted that Barczatis 
had been unaware of his role as a BND spy, but years later it was disclosed that her 
BND codename had been DAISY. According to her MfS file, Barczatis had been 
surrounded by informers, among them GRUNSPAN, who had originally reported her 
suspicions, and LINA, who had been planted in her office. 


Blake revealed to Korovin in October 1953 that he had resumed working for SIS the 
previous month, and joined a section in which Gillian Allan, whom he would marry in 
October 1954, worked as a junior secretary. 


Early in January 1955 Blake was transferred from what was essentially an eaves 
dropping post to the SIS station in Berlin. Here the KGB assigned him a new case 
officer, a man he knew only as Dick. “He was a thick-set man of about 50 with a pale 
complexion and a friendly twinkle in his eyes behind thick, horn-rimmed spectacles.” 
For nearly the next five years Blake held regular meetings with this man, handing over 
SIS’s secrets on each occasion. Blake remained in Germany until he was posted back to 
London in the summer of 1959 


As well as leading MI5 to the occupants of the bungalow in Cranley Drive on 24 
October, who now fell under suspicion for the first time, Lonsdale inadvertently 
revealed his new address in London, a ninth-floor, one-bedroom flat in the White 
House, an apartment block in Albany Street, just north of Regents Park. This, too, 
became the subject of technical surveillance, from the flat neighboring number 634, 
where Arthur Spencer from GCHQ and his monitoring equipment were secretly 
installed, and from the one directly above Lonsdale’s. 


According to the building’s management, Lonsdale had been accepted as a tenant with 
written references from two officials of the Royal Overseas League, a club in Park Place, 
just off St. James’s Street, catering to foreign visitors to London. Apparently, this was 


where Lonsdale had stayed soon after he had first arrived in London, between March 
and April 1955, before moving in May 1955 to the White House in Regent’s Park, 


MOLODY, KONON. A KGB illegal rezident in London who took up his post in 1955, 
Konon Molody was arrested in January 1961 when he was compromised by one of his 
agents, Harry Houghton 


WANNENMACHER, HELGA. According to her autobiography, Red Spy at Night, 
published in 1977, Helga Wannenmacher-Pohl was Polish but of German extraction, 
whose family had fled from Daliatin, in Galicia, to Strehlin, near Breslau, in 1939, 
where she joined the Hitler Youth. At the end of World War II, aged 17, she moved 
again, fleeing the Soviets, to Giisten where, during the occupation, she was employed by 
the Red Army as an interpreter. However, having resisted the advances of a Soviet 
officer, she had been arrested on espionage charges and sent to a labor camp near 
Novosibirsk in Siberia. 


There she had managed to exchange identities with a dead prisoner and start a new life 
as Jelena Pushkova, a student at Moscow University, where she married the doctor who 
had saved her. However, he turned out to be already married so after an annulment she 
wed an army officer, Andrei Sidrov. She accompanied him to Kirovabad, a missile 
research establishment in the Caucasus, but in September 1949, while heavily pregnant, 
she attempted to cross the frontier into Iran, accompanied by a pair of German rocket 
engineers. They were all caught and Pushkova was interrogated at the Lubyanka, 
incarcerated in the notorious Butirka prison, and then sentenced to six years’hard 
labor. Although her husband was unaware of his wife’s plan, he too was sentenced to a 
long term of imprisonment in Novaya Zemlya. 


In March 1950 Wannenmacher appealed her conviction before President Nikolai 
Shvernik and the chief of Soviet foreign intelligence, Viktor Abakumov, won her 
release, and was recruited reluctantly into the NKVD by Pavel Sudoplatov who 
described her future duties as entertaining foreign visitors. “They are looking for 
feminine charm and affection—which you will be able to offer them.” He went 


on to explain that “KGB agents must trust nobody. Our work begins with searching 
waste-paper baskets and ends with. . . well, in your case, darling, it may end in 
somebody’s bed. All in the interests of the Communist Party, you understand.” 
Wannenmacher attended a police college for six months and then was posted to Vienna 
to persuade an Austrian Communist to provide the NKVD with passports and other 
identification documents. Having accomplished this task, she was given a new mission, 
to seduce a U.S. Army lieutenant, Charlie Rudford, whom she had encountered in a 
nightclub. The proposal, made by Colonel Shalatov in Sudoplatov’s presence, was that 
she should “be employed for a few months at the Soviet embassy in Vienna” and set up 
in a flat wired for sound and equipped with a hidden camera to entrap Rudford in bed 
with her. 


On this occasion, “rage and disgust took hold of” her and she “crossed the room and hit 
Colonel Shalatov hard in the face.”Wannenmacher was then sent in November 1950 to 


Vladivostock to investigate the disappearance of some military equipment but ended up 
penetrating a smuggling racket and arresting the merchant seaman who was running it. 
Then she was given an assignment inParis to murder “two men who were proving an 
embarrassment” using “fountain-pens with lethal charges” but she warned the two 
victims, one of whom was a KGB officer, and they fled to Copenhagen. 


When the NKVD learned of what she had done, through a listening device installed in 
her home, she was threatened with a court-martial, but narrowly escaped punishment 
by persuading Ivan Serov that she had been poorly trained and was ill prepared for her 
mission. Wannenmacher then had a brief affair with Lavrenti Beria’s son Semyon, 
and in March 1951, aged 23, was posted to the Dzerzhinsky Military and Diplomatic 
Faculty before volunteering for a posting to Kazan to monitor the foreign students and 
supervise the prisoners at Zelenodolsk. During a visit back to Moscow, she was seduced 
by Viktor Abakumov who arranged for her to be reunited with her husband Andrei, who 
was moved to Pertovka prison in Kazan in November and released the following month 
after the intervention of Nikolai Shvernik. 


In May 1954, having graduated from Kazan Institute, Wannenmacher attended a 
further course at the Dzerzinsky Academy and in November was posted to Potsdam, on 
the outskirts of Berlin. In May 1955, she moved to a house in Karlshorst where, 
reunited with her mother and son Alik, she worked with the trade delegation at the 
Soviet embassy in Unter den Linden. Posing as a Russian teacher, she participated in 
entrapment operations against American personnel, one of whom turned out to be a 
Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) officer named Smith, who recruited her as an 
agent. However, instead of supplying him as intended with false information carefully 
fabricated by the KGB, she succeeded in passing him genuine material, and seized the 
opportunity to defect just when she was about to return to Moscow with her son. On 16 
June 1956, having identified herself to the CIA as a KGB officer with the rank of 
captain, she and her son were flown from Tempelhof to West Germany, where she 
underwent a debriefing. 


In Wannenmacher’s tale, Red Spy at Night, she describes how she had been an athlete 
at a display attended by Adolf Hitler, shaken hands with Stalin in the Kremlin, 
performed a striptease for Pavel Sudoplatov, bedded both Semyon Beria and Viktor 
Abakumov, and danced with Stalin’s son Vasili. Although billed by her publishers as “a 
true story of espionage and seduction behind the Iron Curtainthere is considerable 
doubt about its authenticity. If the book were true, then it is the first by a KGB officer 
who was trained to seduce foreign visitors to the Soviet Union, and although there are 
plenty of references to real people, such as Viktor Abakumoy, Ivan Serov, and Pavel 
Sudoplatov, the story is so improbable that it is more likely a work of fiction. According 
to Wannenmacher, she had been virtually coerced into becoming a KGB officer, having 
been reminded that there were nine years of a prison sentence outstanding, even 
though she was a foreigner and a former member of the Hitler Jugend. To anyone with 
any experience of Soviet intelligence training, it would have been unthinkable for any 
officer to have been sent abroad on a mission without several years of experience, yet 
Wannenmacher claimed to have been sent to France and Vienna after only a few weeks 
in the KGB, an organization that, incidentally, did not come into existence with that 
title until 1954. Nor is there any record of a KGB defector escaping to Copenhagen in 
1950. 


KEKKONEN, URHO. Elected the president of Finland in 1956, Urho Kekkonen was 
a Soviet spy who had been recruited in 1947 while minister of justice through the 
influence of his mistress, Anne-Marie Snellman, the Associated Press correspondent in 
Helsinki, codenamed AILR. An ambitious politician, Kekkonen served as his country’s 
prime minister between 1950 and 1956, while simultaneously holding the interior and 
foreign affairs portfolios. Codenamed TIMO, he was recruited by a member of the 


NKVD rezidentura, Ivan Pakkanen, and later handled by Yuri Voronin and the local 
rezident, Mikhail Kotov. As a reward for her assistance, Snellman was given diamonds 
and a lengthy vacation in the Crimea. 


STASHINSKY, BOGDAN. The defection of Bogdan Stashinsky in 1961 was 
prompted not by his revulsion of his murder of the Ukrainian politician Stefan 
Bandera, whom he killed with an ingenious cyanide gas gun in October 1959, but by his 
love for Inge Pohl, a young German hairdresser who had married him and later 
persuaded him to surrender to Federal authorities. Originally a KGB informer around 
Lvov, where he had been brought up, Stashinsky had operated as a low-level 
penetration agent targeted against local nationalists, and in particular the Organization 
of Ukrainian Nationalists (OUN) resistance movement. His cover survived until early in 
1952 when the murderers of Ukrainian writer Yaroslav Galan were arrested on his tip. 
Regarded as a traitor by the nationalists, Galan had been assassinated by members of 
the Narodnyi Trudovoi Soyuz (NTS) cell Stashinsky had cultivated, which effectively 
terminated his future in Lvov. 


As a consequence of the Galan murder, Stashinsky had been sent to Kiev to learn 
German, and subsequently had been sent to Karlshorst for training as an illegal. There 
he adopted the authentic identity of Josef Lehrmann, a German born in Lukowek, 
Poland, and until January 1956, when he was entrusted with minor tasks in the West, 
such as mailing letters, he built up his legend as a metalworker in Zwickau. On his first 
assignment, he traveled to Munich to service a KGB mole, an émigré journalist on the 
Ukrainian anti-Communist paper Ukrainski Samostinik. He held four further meetings 
with the agent, supplying him with money and messages from his wife who was still in 
the Ukraine, until the strain became too much for the agent and he was repatriated in 
the late autumn of 1956. Stashinsky replaced this source by recruiting another on the 
same newspaper, using a combination of bribery and blackmail, for the agent both 
received cash for his information and was left in no doubt that his wife and family in 
the Ukraine were vulnerable to reprisals. 


In the spring of 1957 Stashinsky was given a new identity, that of Siegfried Drager, from 
Rehbrucke near Potsdam, and armed with his authentic identity card, was sent to 
Munich to watch Lev Rebet, the exiled Ukrainian nationalist leader. Stashinsky kept his 
quarry under almost continuous surveillance from April until 12 October when, armed 
with a specially designed weapon, he encountered Rebet outside his apartment and 
sprayed prussic acid into his face. By the time Stashinsky had returned to Karlshorst, 
his victim’s body had been found and the cause of death declared to be a heart attack. 


While preparing for his second assassination, that of the NTS leader Stefan Bandera, 
and under the influence of his German fiancé, Stashinsky had begun to lose his 
commitment to the cause but nevertheless he fired a second, double-barreled gas gun 
directly into Bandera’s face outside his home in Munich on 15 October 1959. Like 
Rebet, Bandera inhaled a lethal dose of prussic acid and died. Once again, Stashinsky 
returned by train and air to Karlshorst and reported the success of the operation to his 
KGB handler. The following month he was summoned to Moscow where he was 
decorated with the Order of the Red Banner by Aleksandr N. Shelepin, the chairman of 
the KGB. He was also granted permission to marry Inge Pohl, which he did in Berlin in 
April 1960. 


WATKINS, JOHN. A former Canadian ambassador to Moscow between 1954 and 
1956, John Watkins was identified by a KGB defector, Yuri Nosenko, as having 
succumbed to a homosexual honeytrap. Codenamed ROCK BOTTOM, Watkins had 
just retired from the Department of External Affairs when he was questioned for 26 
days by the Royal Canadian Mounted Police (RCMP) in October 1964 after the 


information had been confirmed by another defector, Yuri Krotkov. He recognized 
Anatoli Gorsky as his blackmailer but died of a heart attack in a Montreal Holiday Inn 
during a break in the interviews 


